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by Grice King

 Kids do the cutest things 
when you least expect it. I 
know we are all experienc-
ing some sort of cabin fever 
and tensions are at all time 
highs. But the other day our 
youngest daughter Keeley 
just did the most precious 
thing. “Can I have this box 
dad?” she asks. “Sure honey,” 
I reply as I was working on 
something else and didn’t 
give it much thought. Next 
she asks me to cut a hole 
out so she could make a TV. 
Huh? A TV? Well “Sure hon-
ey.” 
 A few minutes go by and 
she walks back over to me 
and asks if she can borrow a 
few of our newspapers that I 
had laying around the house. 
“Of course sweetheart,” I say. 
I had no idea what she had 
in mind and in the next few 
minutes Nikki and I would 
have a really nice “awe….” 
moment. 
 Keeley made a TV so she 
could play reporter! It was 
adorable! Her first report was 
“Bad News, there was a car 
crash at the lake.” The next 
one was “Bad News, the dogs 
are being attacked because 
they didn’t have their license 
so the dog catchers caught 
them so they couldn’t stay 
home. Unless they had their 
license then they could go 
home.” Was hilarious! She 
was just so stinking cute I 
couldn’t stand it anymore.
 So watch out everyone, she 
may be the next great report-
er in Cooke County. Only 6 
years old but already trying 
to follow in the family foot-
steps. 

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week. 

++++++++

 In some sad news. One of 
the Medal of Honor recipi-
ents who frequented Gaines-
ville’s Medal of Honor pro-
grams, has passed away from 
COVID-19. Retired Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Bennie G. 
Adkins succumbed to the vi-
rus after a weeks-long battle 
on April 17, 2020. He was 
86. Thank you for your ser-
vice and God speed.

Showing Love and Support - Residents 
and staff members at Pecan Tree Health and 
Rehabilitation in Gainesville participated in 
a parade to allow residents to enjoy the sun-
shine and see their friends and loved ones 
as they drove through the facility parking 
lot Thursday, April 16. COVID-19 concerns 
have limited those who may enter business-
es including nursing homes and assisted liv-
ing facilities.    (The Weekly News  Photos)  

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE - Th e CO-
VID-19 pandemic has caused 
some local residents to be con-
cerned about the individuals who 
have tested positive for the po-
tentially deadly virus. Where are 
they? Who are they? And what is 
their treatment and prognosis?
 North Texas Medical Center 
spokeswoman Kristi Rigsby said 
she did not have demographics 

earlier last week for the county’s 
residents who have tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus. More 
information has since been re-
leased.
 “Th e reason why is because our 
local health department is run by 
the state, not locally,” she said in 
response to emailed questions.
 Cooke County is in Region 
2/3, she noted, adding “Our re-
gional offi  ce that services Cooke 
County is responsible for 37 of 
49 counties listed in regions 2/3,” 

she said. Regional headquarters 
in Arlington provide health ser-
vices for Cooke County, she said.
  “Th e majority of cases in Texas 
are still under investigation and 
we may not know some details 
for some time,” she said. 
 Rigsby said the county has 
enough COVID-19 testing kits 
available.
 “We also have resources for 
additional kits, should we need 
them,” she said.
 Residents who seek novel 

coronavirus testing should have 
orders from their physician, she 
added. 
 She said physicians have vari-
ous criteria for requiring a CO-
VID-19 test.
 “But there are some core symp-
tom indicators that would re-
quire the test and they are fever, 
shortness of breath, fatigue and a 
cough,” she said.
 As of Friday, April 17, the 
coronavirus results released by

(Continued on Page 4)

Pandemic Joint Information 

Center Releases Additional 

Information on Positive Cases

COOKE COUNTY - Cooke 
County Voluntary Organizations 
Active in Disaster (VOAD) an-
nounced today that they have 
been offi  cially reactivated due 
to COVID-19. Th e newly elect-
ed Board of Directors includes 
Chairman - Stephanie Melchert, 
Vice Chair - Linda Jenkinson, 
Treasurer - Lane Holcomb, and 
Secretary - Bekki Jones 

 VOAD serves as a forum for 
members and partner organiza-
tions to share knowledge and re-
sources throughout the disaster 
cycle – preparation, response, 
recovery and mitigation. Its func-
tion is to also eliminate duplica-
tion and achieve eff ective resource 
coordination – money, materials, 
and manpower. Our members 
practice the 4C’s – Cooperation, 

Communication, Coordination 
and Collaboration, as guiding 
principles for how we operate and 
work as partners to serve Cooke 
County.  
 Volunteer Community Naviga-
tors are armed with resources to 
provide you options for assistance 
on a local basis and for help with 
utilities, rent and/or mortgage.
 If you need assistance: 

Call the Cooke County VOAD at 
940-665-8505. 
Monday through Friday   
9:00am to 12:00pm
 If you are interested in be-
coming a member or partner 
organization, contributing as-
sistance to this collaboration:
 Email your information and 
questions to  C o o k e c o u n -
tyVOAD@gmail.com

VOAD Readies to Help 
Cooke County Residents

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

GAINESVILLE - Cooke Coun-
ty Commissioners approved an 
agreement following an executive 
session to provide $5,000 to Vol-
unteers in Service to Others for 
food during the COVID-19 pan-
demic under issuance of FEMA 
policy.

 “Because of the ongoing eco-
nomic and pandemic issues what 
we’re looking to do is enter into 
a food procurement agreement 
between Volunteers in Service 
to Others which is VISTO and 
Cooke County to help provide 
for food needs, and then we’ll 
revaluate for a potential 30 days 
after that,” Cooke County Judge 
Jason Brinkley said. 

 He said VISTO’s need has in-
creased almost tenfold in the past 
month.
 He said the Tarrant County 
Food Bank, the chief supplier of 
food for the VISTO food bank, 
can sell food at a massive dis-
count and FEMA funds can help 
off set the cost of the food at the 
local level. Th e commissioners 
approved the measure unani-

mously.
 Next the commissioners dis-
cussed the COVID-19 crisis.
 “It’s an ever-evolving situation 
and so there is a lot of unknown 
but one of the big conversation 
topics that is happening from 
the international level to the lo-
cal level is potentially reopen-
ing some of the businesses and

(Continued on Page 5)

Commissioners Approve Funds 

for VISTO; Additional Workers 

for County COVID Testing Site
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Most Glasses Ready Same Day!
www.gainesvilleeyecare.com

Dr. Kasey Warren, OD
Dr. Andrew Warren, OD
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FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
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• Rock Chip Repair
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Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 
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Now Offering Patients a
Telemedicine Visit Option

Let the Doctor Come to You!

Frequently Asked Questions:

What is Telemedicine?
Telemedicine is the use of technology in order 
to provide real-time healthcare to patients 
from the comfort of their homes. With online 
sessions, we can meet anywhere.

Private & Secure
All data is encrypted, none of your information 
is stored and meeting with your provider is 
HIPAA compliant.

Q: What do I need in order to schedule a telemedicine visit?

A. You will need a cell phone, tablet or desktop computer with video 
capability, a microphone and headphones. You will need Chrome, Firefox
or Safari and may also use an Android or iOS device. (Unfortunately, 
Internet Explorer is not supported).

Q: What type of visit can I schedule?

A. Here are just a few of the appointment types that can be seen by 
telemedicine are:

•  Medication Follow-up •  Lab Follow-up  •  Follow-up Visit 
•  Allergies  •  Weight
•  Fever/Cough/Shortness of Breath

Q: What about my appointment that is already scheduled?

A. You will be contacted by clinic staff member regarding your upcoming 
appointment or feel free to call our office at (940) 612-8750 - ext. #2.

(940) 612-8750 - ext.#2 Helping Patients Live Better

INTERNAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC

Dr. V.K. Agarwal, MD MACP
Board Certi  ed in Internal Medicine

Monday thru Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

940-668-1100
715 E. California St., Suite D • Gainesville

Medicare, Medicaid and All Insurances.
Self Pay Accepted.

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

ERA - Yoga instructor Gail 
Knight has initiated an ef-
fort to help Volunteers in 
Service to Others. Knight 
is donating funds received 
for her online classes dur-
ing the coronavirus pan-
demic to VISTO.
 Knight, who owns a yoga 
studio in Era, said she is 

aware the VISTO organi-
zation which provides food 
and other services to peo-
ple in need could always 
use fi nancial assistance.
 “I know VISTO is al-
ways in need of [assis-
tance],” Knight said. “I saw 
an article in the paper and 
saw how much VISTO is 
helping benefi t the com-
munity… VISTO can get 
more food if they have can 

get more money.”
 She teaches classes on 
Tuesdays and Th ursdays at 
9 a.m. free of charge but 
students are encouraged to 
send donations to VISTO. 
Students in other coun-
ties are encouraged to send 
donations to their local 
food pantries. Participants 
should write “Knightingail 
Yoga” on the memo line for 
their check to VISTO, she 

said. Th e goal is help fami-
lies and individuals who 
may be struggling during 
this diffi  cult pandemic 
time, she said.
 She said she has students 
in Montague County and 
as far away as Michigan 
and can have as many as 
100 participants in her 
class.
 “I’ll keep doing [online] 
classes until offi  cials say it’s 
okay to [reopen],” she said. 
“When given the okay, I’ll 
go back to regular classes.”
 She said she’s been doing 
online classes for approxi-
mately three weeks and 
hopes to help individu-
als and families with their 
food needs during the CO-
VID-19 crisis.
 To join the classes, par-
ticipants should download 
the Zoom app and pro-
vide their email address to 
Knight at gail@knightin-
gailyoga.com.

Era Yoga Instructor to 
Raise Funds for VISTO

Sentences Issued for 
Felony Indictments
COOKE COUNTY - 
The following sentences 
were issued for felony 
indictments and filed 
in the 235th District 
Court.
 Alexander David El-
wood Shevlin, 29, plead-
ed guilty to the April 11, 
2019 state jail felony 
offense of possession of 
a controlled substance 
less than 1 gram and was 
sentenced to 6 months 
confinement in a state 
jail facility plus restitu-
tion and court costs.
 Mason Christopher 

Ashley, 17, pleaded 
guilty to the November 
28, 2019 state jail felony 
offense of fraudulent use 
or possession of identi-
fying information and 
was sentenced to 1 year, 
six months’ probation 
deferred and court costs.
 Ricky Joe Shugart, 
59, pleaded guilty to 
the state jail felony of-
fense of possession of 
a controlled substance 
less than 1 gram and was 
sentenced to 1 month, 
5 days confinement in a 
state jail facility, a $500 

fine and court costs. 
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Gainesville, TX 76240
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Edward Lee
Trego

Services
 Edward “Ed” Lee Trego, 
62, of Gainesville, passed 
away April 7, 2020.
 Ed was cremated as per 
his wishes. Th ere are no 
services planned at this 
time.
Survivors
 Ed will be loved and 
missed by is companion 
Twyana Bogle; mother Al-
ice Trego; brother Charles 
Trego; sister Carol Grose-
close; sister Kathy Coul-
son; numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins; and 
many friends.
 You may sign the online 
registry at www.geojcar-
roll.com.

Leo Lawson

Services
 Aubrey Leo Lawson 
passed away on April 13, 
2020, from Covid-19.  
He was 95 years and 1 day 
young.
 A graveside service is 
scheduled for 11:30 AM 
on Th ursday, April 16, 
2020 at Sacred Heart 
Cemetery.
History
 He was born to Elvie 
and Cassie Lawson on 
April 12, 1925, and 
 Leo was a Veteran of 
WWII where he earned 
several medals, including 
the Purple Heart.  Upon 
returning to the states, he 
worked over 30 years in 
the oil fi eld.  His favorite 
pastimes were camping 
and spending time with 

his family.
Survivors
 Survivors include: 
daughter Margaret Ann 
Nelson (Jim), son Jim-
my Lawson (Christina), 
grandson Shannon Brown 
(Keatha), and great-
grandsons Zachery and 
Jeremy.
 Mr. Lawson was pre-
ceded in death by his wife 
of 68 years, Mildred Wal-
terscheid Lawson.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcar-
roll.com.

Emma Lou Johnson

Services
Emma Lou Johnson, 

known her entire life as 
Lou to friends and family, 
passed away Sunday, April 

12th at Texoma Medical 
Center in Denison. Her 
passing on Easter Sunday 
was a fi tting and beauti-
ful fi nal chapter in a life 
devoted to her Christian 
faith.
 A public viewing for 
Lou Johnson will be held 
at Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home on Sun-
day, April 19th from 8:00 
AM-5:00 PM. A grave-
side service will be held at 
Monday, April 20th at 2 
PM at Valley View Cem-
etery. 
History
 Lou was born February 
19th, 1930 in Berryville, 
AR as the daughter of 
Jack Wright and Millie 
Minnick Wright.  A vi-
brant and energetic child, 
Lou was known for her 
beautiful singing voice 
and her fi erce loyalty to 
friends. Th e fi rst love of 
her life was Charles A. 
Coley, and their union 
produced Lou’s only son, 
Charlie A. Coley, who was 
born July 6th, 1948. Al-
though Lou’s marriage to 
Charles did not last, they 
remained dear friends till 
his death in 2000.
 Lou lived more in her 
90 years of life than some 
do in half that amount of 
time. She worked at Bra-
niff  International Airways 
for some time, and dur-
ing those years, she trav-
eled extensively with her 
son and other loved ones. 
Following her time at 
Braniff , Lou and her then 
husband, Bill, founded a 
55-acre ranch in Gaines-
ville that for several years 
focused upon the breed-
ing and showing of Amer-
ican Quarter Horses. Th e 
ranch was a true labor of 
love for Lou and Bill; it re-
mained their pride and joy 
until Bill’s passing in 2009. 
Th e ranch as well as Lou’s 
beautiful home served as 
the centerpiece for count-
less family gatherings and 
wonderful memories for 
her grandchildren.
 Lou was one of a kind 
and the sort of person 
whose legacy lives forever. 
Her love of family, her 
fondness for classic coun-
try/western music, and her 
ability to always keep go-
ing remain her greatest leg-
acies. Lou’s love for family 
was encompassing, and it 
was often said that if “Lou 
teased you she loved you.” 
A person of faith above all 
else, Lou was a personi-
fi cation of the Christian 
Bible’s passage in Matthew 
25:40: “Whenever you did 
it for any of my people, no 
matter how unimportant 
they seemed, you did it for 
me.”
Survivors
 Lou was preceded in 
death by: her husband 
of nearly 40 years, Bill 
H. Johnson; her parents, 
Millie Minnick Wright 
and Jack Wright; her 
fi rst husband, Charles A. 
Coley; and several be-
loved siblings, nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. 
She is survived by her 
son, Charlie A. Coley of 
Denison; daughter-in-law 
Alice Coley of Denison; 
grandson Marc Coley 
of Gainesville; grandson 
Trey Coley of Lincoln, 
NE; grandson-in-law Dr. 
Jeff rey J. Lusk of Lincoln, 
NE; grandson Cameron 
A. Coley of Denison; be-
loved friend and honor-

ary grandson, Joey James 
of Gainesville; sister Pat 
Beca of Washington State; 
several beloved interna-
tional exchange students 
who were family to her; 
and beloved friend, Dr. 
Larry Sears of Gainesville.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcar-
roll.com.

Wallace Wayne
Bickford

Services
Wallace Wayne Bick-

ford, 56, of Gainesville, 
TX passed away on April 
14, 2020 at the North 
Texas Medical Center in 
Gainesville. Visitation will 
be Tuesday, April 21, 2020 
from 7:00-9:00 pm at the 
Meador Funeral Home 
Chapel in Gainesville.
 Visitation will be lim-
ited to 10 persons in the 
chapel at one time due to 
federal restrictions.
History

Wallace was born on 
June 19, 1963 to James 
and June Bickford in 
Hammond, Louisiana. He 
was a Heavy Equipment 
operator for the City of 
Gainesville. Wallace loved 
racing especially on his 
motorcycles. He loved to 
fi sh and being outdoors. 
Wallace also enjoyed 
building things. He loved 
taking things apart and 
putting them back togeth-
er again. Wallace loved his 
family very much and en-
joyed spending time with 
them.
Survivors

Wallace is survived by 
his mother June Sprouse 
and husband Don of 
Shephard, TX; son Brad-
ley and wife Amy of Tick-
faw, LA son Jason and 
wife Whitney of Lumber-
ton, TX; grandchildren 
Beau Bickford of Tickfaw, 
LA and Elena Bickford 
of Lumberton, TX; sister 
Terry and husband Larry 
Bona of Whitesboro, TX; 
brother Ronald “Buddy” 
Bickford and wife Connie 
of Ponchatoula, LA. His 
signifi cant other Donna 
McEwan of Gainesville, 
TX and grandson Collin 
Shelby.
 He was preceded in 
death by his father James 
Bickford; sister Sandra K. 
Arnold; grandparents Bill 
and Ellen “Birdie” Barron, 
George and Lillie Bick-
ford. 

Mark Joseph Hermes

Services
Graveside services for 

Mark Joseph Hermes, 79, 
of Woodbine, TX, are 
scheduled for 2:00 PM on 
Th ursday, April 23, 2020 
at Sacred Heart Cem-
etery, Muenster, TX.  Mr. 
Hermes will lie in repose 
at Geo. J. Carroll & Son 
Funeral Home, Gaines-
ville, TX, from 8:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM on Wednes-
day, April 22.
 Mr. Hermes passed 
away on April 19, 2020 in 
Woodbine.
History
 Mark was born Decem-
ber 30, 1940 in Lindsay, 
TX to Anthony Henry and 

Th eresa Mary (Koesler) 
Hermes.  He graduated 
from Subiaco Academy 
in 1959 and attended one 
year of college there.  Mr. 
Hermes married Dolores 
Margaret Koelzer on Oc-
tober 5, 1963 at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in 
Muenster.  He worked in 
the oil fi eld and as a dairy 
farmer.  Mr. Hermes was 
a member of the Knights 
of Columbus and enjoyed 
fi shing in his free time.
Survivors 
 Survivors include: wife 
Dolores Koelzer Hermes of 
Woodbine; daughter Mi-
chelle Hermes of Wood-
bine; son Chris Hermes of 
Woodbine; daughter Leah 
Groce and husband Jared 
of Era, TX; daughter Kar-
en Mendoza and husband 
Guadalupe of Krum, TX; 
grandchildren: Alex, Jacki, 
Sami, Dustin, and Da-
kota; great-grandchildren: 
Dustin and Abigail; sister 
Rosemary Dankesreiter 
and husband Tommy of 
Muenster; brother Ralph 
Hermes and wife Debbie 
of Collinsville, TX; broth-
er Ralph Hermes of Lind-
say; brother-in-law Victor 
Koelzer; sister-in-law Ai-
leen Knabe of Muenster; 
brother-in-law Wilfred 
Koelzer of Keller, TX; 
sister-in-law Alice Hermes 
of Lindsay; sister-in-law 
Veronica Jones of Madill, 
OK; brother-in-law Nor-
man Koelzer of Muenster; 
and brother-in-law Mel-
vin Koelzer and wife Bob-
bie of Muenster.
 Mr. Hermes was preced-
ed in death by: his parents; 
brother Cecil Hermes; 
brother Cyril Hermes; and 
brother Randy Hermes.
Donations 
 Memorial contributions 
may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hos-
pital.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcar-
roll.com.

Perry William
Stewart

Services
 Perry William Stewart, 
56, Whitesboro, Texas 
was called to his eternal 
home on Sunday, April 
19, 2020.
 Graveside services hon-
oring Perry will be held at 
11:00 AM on Wednesday, 
April 22, 2020 at Ma-
comb Cemetery.  Th ere 
will be a time of visita-
tion one hour prior to the 
service on Wednesday at 
Meador Funeral Home of 
Whitesboro.  Th ere will be 
a Memorial Service held 
with Military honors at a 
later date.
History
 Perry was born on Feb-
ruary 22, 1964 in Sun-
dance, Wyoming to James 
and Eloise (Snyder) Stew-
art.  Perry served proudly 
in the United States Air 
Force and retired after 
over 20 years of service. 
He worked as a network 
specialist for the Gaines-
ville State School for the 
last 16 years.  Perry was a 
man that could be all busi-
ness but one that could 
also have a good time.  He 
enjoyed dancing, golf and 
yard work.  Perry loved his 
family, especially his kids.
Survivors
 He is survived by his 
wife, Lesli Stewart, daugh-
ter, Courtney Stewart and 
fi ancé John Cooper, son, 
Sam Bussey and wife, 
Kirstin, nephew, Dean 
Stewart and sons, Bear 
and Fox Stewart, neph-
ew, William Stewart and 
daughter, Eloise Stewart, 
as well as numerous aunts, 
uncles and cousins.
 Perry was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
James and Eloise Stewart 
and brother, Dean Stew-
art.
 To sign the online reg-
istry, please go to www.
meadorfuneral.com.
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Looking for Native American Indians, Alaskan Natives 
or Native Hawaiians needing assistance finding 

employment or vocation training

ALABAMA-COUSHATTA
TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT 

 & TRAINING PROGRAM

Must be a member of a U.S. Federally recognized tribe with a 
supporting document from a U.S. Federally recognized Tribe’s 

Tribal Rolls and Records office and reside within our designated 
service area in Texas

Call 1-877-717-6101
or apply online at www.acwia.org

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Section 166, 
20 CFR 684.300(a) (1) An Indian, as determined by 

a policy of the INA program grantee; or (2) An Alaska 
Native; or (3) A Native Hawaiian.
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Our Business is Growing!
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

AUSTIN - Th e school 
year is fi nished for Texas 
students due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic yet 
state parks are scheduled 
to reopen with restrictions, 
according to information 
released during a Friday 
April 17 news conference 
during which Texas Gover-
nor Greg Abbott discussed 
the  coronavirus pandemic 
along with several of his 
advisors.
 Abbott also addressed the 
economic impact caused 
by the respiratory virus 
and its infl uence on the 
Texas economy.. He noted 
residents have suff ered job 
losses and are fi ling for un-
employment benefi ts in re-
cord numbers. Abbott also 
said residents are seeking 
help from food banks.
 “Well in typical Texas 
fashion, you have come 
together to support one 
another,” he said. “You’ve 
made personal sacrifi ces to 
ensure the state slows the 
spread of COVID-19… 
You truly help to save lives. 
Now Texas needs you to 
continue those eff orts.”
 He said he thinks there is 
hope on the horizon.
 “Th e worst of CO-
VID-19 may soon be be-
hind us,” he said during 
the news conference. “Th e 
number of infections and 
hospitalizations is begin-
ning to level off . We have a 
steady supply of [personal 
protective equipment] 
facemasks.”
 He also said the state has 
“plenty of hospital rooms 

and ventilators to treat our 
fellow Texans.” He also 
said coronavirus deaths, 
“while far too high do not 
come close to the early dire 
predictions,” adding Texas 
has the second highest re-
covery rates of all states in 
America.
 He said the state has 
proven it can continue to 
contain the coronavirus 
while also adopting stan-
dards that will allow us to 
initiate the process of be-
ginning to reopen business 
in Texas. 
 He said he is issuing an 
executive order to open the 
Texas economy. Th e order 
will help Texans return 
to work while helping to 
maintain the “safety stan-
dards to prevent the coro-
navirus.”
 He said residents must 
be “guided by data by doc-
tors and must put health 
and safety fi rst.”
 Abbott said his priority 
is reopening Texas busi-
nesses without promoting 
spread of the coronavirus. 
He added he has “a strike 
force to open Texas.”
 Abbott said he has a 
group of advisors to help 
get the state economy 
open.
 “Obviously, not all busi-
nesses can open all at once 
on May 1” he said. “A 
more strategic approach is 
required to ensure that we 
don’t reopen only to have 
to shut down once again.”
 Openings announced 
Friday included businesses 
that don’t pose a threat to 
expanding COVID-19, 
he said, adding addition-
al openings will be an-

nounced if the COVID 
rate continues to decline.
 “Th e fi rst executive order 
today establishes the gov-
ernor’s strike force to open 
Texas,” he said. “Th ey will 
gather information and 
make recommendations 
about ways that businesses 
can reopen as well as the 
safe practices those busi-
nesses can use.”
 He also said he is focused 
on the order to postpone 
non-medical procedures.
 Th at was done to free up 
hospital capacity for the 
PPE needed to treat non-
COVID-19 patients.
 “Well, today Texas has 
plenty of hospital capac-
ity,” he said. “We have a 
solid supply chain of PPE 
and many of our doctors 
and nurses have patients 
who desperately need med-
ical treatment. It is time 
to allow those doctors and 
nurses to return to work.”
 He also said it is impera-
tive that all COVID-19 
needs are met, adding ef-
fective April 22 current re-
strictions on surgery will be 
loosened. “One example of 
this would be a diagnostic 
test for suspected cancer.”
 He also said a high prior-
ity is protecting vulnerable 
senior residents including 
those who live in nursing 
homes and assisted living 
centers from contracting 
the coronavirus.
 Next Abbott discussed 
the retail segment of Texas.
 “Retailers are such an 
important part of our 
economy,” he said. “Th ey 
provide you with products 
that you need and want 
and they create so many 

jobs.”
 He pointed out many 
retailers have allowed con-
sumers to purchase their 
products without entering 
stores to reduce their expo-
sure to the coronavirus.
 “Because we’ve seen this 
model works, we believe 
that all stores in Texas 
should be able to operate 
“retail to go” beginning 
Friday [April 24]. “Th is 
temporary plan allows you 
to able to access more re-
tailers while also minimiz-
ing contact with others.”
 Th e governor also noted 
state parks will resume 
operation Monday April 
20 but with some safety 
measures. He said state 
park visitors are required 
to wear “face coverings or 
masks” and must maintain 
a distance of at least six feet 
from members who are not 
of the same household. 
Th ey must also not gather 
in groups larger than fi ve 
and will only be allowed to 
enter the park with reserva-
tions and only during day-
light hours.
 Abbott also said a team 
of physician advisors have 
indicated it would be un-
safe for schools to reopen. 
“As a result school class-
rooms are closed for the re-
mainder of the 2019-2020 
school year,” he said, add-
ing the closings include all 
public, private and higher 
education institutions.
 Teachers will be allowed 
in their classrooms for 
video instruction if they 
choose or to perform ad-
ministrative duties or to 
clean out their classrooms, 
he said.

Governor Discusses 
Reopening Businesses 
in Wake of Pandemic

(Continued from Page 1)

the county’s joint task force 
indicate 212 individuals 

have been tested for the 
virus.
 Th ere are three active 
positive cases and one in-

dividual who has tested 
positive and has since re-
covered. A total of 202 
negative cases were report-

ed. Results are pending for 
six other cases. Fatalities 
have, so far, been zero.
 Th e locations for three 
of the positive cases is 
Gainesville. Another indi-
vidual who tested positive 
has an address in an un-
incorporated part of the 
county.
 Th e ages for two posi-
tive cases is between 20-
29. One individual who 
tested positive was between 
30-39 years old. Th e other 
individual who tested posi-
tive was between 60 and 
69.
 Th ree of the positive in-
dividuals were male. One 
was a female.
 Visit the Cooke County 
Pandemic Information 
page on Facebook for cur-
rent information.

Pandemic Joint Information 

Center Releases Additional

Information on Positive Cases

Texas State Parks 

Re-open for Day Use
AUSTIN - Texas State Parks 
will begin reopening for 
day-use only April 20 as part 
of a broader eff ort to begin 
reopening the state of Tex-
as.  Per Governor Abbott’s 
direction, new restrictions 
in eff ect include requiring 
visitors to wear face cover-
ings and maintain a six-foot 
distance from individuals 
outside of their party, and 
prohibiting the gathering of 
groups larger than fi ve.
 “As we navigate through 
these challenging times, it 
is essential that outdoor 
experiences and opportuni-
ties are available for Texas 
families.  We have been 
diligently working with 
our partners in local com-
munities across the state 
to help safeguard our state 
park visitors, volunteers 
and staff  when they re-
turn to Texas State Parks,” 
said Carter Smith, Execu-
tive Director of the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD). “During 
the temporary closure, our 
State Parks team has been 
cleaning and sanitizing 
park facilities, addressing 
routine maintenance proj-
ects, and ensuring requisite 
safety protocols are in place 
to ensure visitors have the 
best possible experience.”
 Due to limited staffi  ng, 

weather conditions and con-
tinuing construction proj-
ects, some state parks will 
not be open at the current 
time. Park visitors should 
check the Texas State Parks 
Alert Map regularly for the 
latest information about the 
status of individual parks. 
Th e resumption of overnight 
camping will be announced 
to the public once a date has 
been determined.
 TPWD recommends visi-
tors continue to adhere to 
local, state and federal travel 
restrictions and other guid-
ance for safety and social 
distancing before traveling. 
Additionally, visitors are 
required to pre-purchase 
and print day-use permits 
through the Texas State 
Parks Reservation System 
before traveling to a park. 
Day-use reservations can be 
made online at www.texas-
stateparks.org orby calling 
512-389-8900.
 Visitors planning on com-
ing to a state park are en-
couraged to bring all neces-
sary provisions, such as hand 
sanitizer and face masks, 
with them in order to help 
local businesses have enough 
goods to properly serve their 
communities during this 
time. Th is will also help park 
staff  have necessary supplies 
available for all guests dur-

ing their stay.  
Anyone traveling to a Texas 
State Park should continue 
to follow Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) public 
health recommendations 
and adhere to strict social 
distancing and cleanliness 
standards while in public 
spaces.  Th ose traveling to 
parks in rural areas should 
remember possible limits on 
available resources and local 
health care capacities.
Operational changes still in 
eff ect at parks include the 
suspension of all transac-
tions at parks, equipment 
rentals and in-person inter-
pretive programs. All group-
use facilities, visitor and 
nature centers, headquarters 
and other enclosed spaces 
where people congregate 
will also remain closed.
 Texas State Park Passes 
can now be purchased on-
line through the reservation 
system or over the phone by 
calling the Texas State Park 
Customer Service Line at 
512-389-8900. For guid-
ance troubleshooting issues 
with the reservation system 
or using Texas State Park 
Passes online, visit the res-
ervation help page on the 
TPWD website.
 For the latest information, 
please check the TPWD 
website.
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loosening some of the re-
strictions that are currently 
in place,” Brinkley said.
 He said the county con-
tinues to operate under 
Texas Governor Gregg 
Abbott’s declaration for 
public safety and eff orts to 
contain the spread of the 
virus. Th e declaration runs 
through the end of April, 
he said.
 “I think the Governor 
plans to… he came up 
with some guidance on Fri-
day, a few days before that 
the White House came 

out with some guidance 
for what states need to be 
looking at when they con-
sider reopening, kind of 
came up with a three-phase 
plan.”
 He said Abbott has cre-
ated a business task force to 
derive a plan for reopening 
some businesses in a “re-
sponsible way.”
 “We are having some 
conversations locally about 
how that looks,” Brinkley 
said. “Obviously, we are 
looking to the state and 
federal government for 
where their direction is on 
this, but a number of those 

decisions will ultimately 
come down to being made 
at least to some extent on 
the local level… We are 
open to ideas… We are try-
ing to [reopen businesses] 
in a responsible manner.”
 Pct. 4 Commissioner 
Leon Klement said a con-
cern should be how local 
businesses can continue to 
operate while staying with-
in the Governor’s plan and 
keeping customers safe.
 “I promise you if you 
just ignore all the rules that 
come out of Washington 
and Austin you won’t get 
to open up as fast as you 
would normally,” Leon 
Klement said. “You need 
to have a plan. Everybody 
needs to be thinking about 
it…  Th at would include 
your churches, everything. 
How can you bring your 
people back and keep them 
safe?”
 Th e commissioners also 
voted following executive 
session to approve hiring 
fi ve part time workers, asso-
ciated with the emergency 
declaration, to assist with 
non-medical duties related 
to COVID-19 testing at 
the facility outside North 
Texas Medical Center.
 Th e commissioners court 
approved a proclamation 
for National Day of Prayer, 
May 7, 2020 in Cooke 
County.
 Th ere is no expected 
gathering on the court-
house lawn as has hap-
pened in previous years. 
Th e change is due to con-
cerns over social distancing 
and the coronavirus pan-
demic, Brinkley said.
 Th e commissioners also 
voted to approve two pro-
visions regarding Nation-
wide Retirement Solutions 
Plan for CARES Act provi-
sions.
 Elizabeth Huchton, coun-
ty human resource director, 

said the provisions would 
allow employees aff ected 
by the COVID-19 virus to 
make adjustments to the 
current retirement plan.
 “Th e fi rst would allow 
employees aff ected by CO-
VID-19 to take a distribu-
tion up to 100 percent or 
$100,000 and waive the 10 
percent early withdrawal 
fee, and then the income 
tax they could pay over 
three years,” she said. “And 
typically, you can only take 
a withdrawal over a hard-
ship or when you leave an 
employment. And then the 
second election would al-
low participants aff ected 
by COVID-19 to [take a] 
loan up to $100,000 or 
100 percent of their ac-
count balance with pay-
ments suspended for up to 
one year and typically they 
can do only 50 percent of 
their account balance so 
there’s a little more leeway 
on what they can take a 
distribution for.”
 Brinkley noted the plans 
involved are 457 plans and 
are funded entirely with 
employee contributions.
 “Th ere’s no county con-
tribution to that,” he add-
ed.
 Th e court took no ac-
tion but discussed at length 
possible change to extra-
territorial jurisdiction and 

subdivisions. At issue was 
the Southridge subdivision 
in Lindsay. Th e roads are 
county controlled but drain-
age and water runoff  issues 
are under the jurisdiction of 
the city of Lindsay.
 “I think we need to re-
visit our subdivision guide-
lines,” Pct. 3 Commission-
er John Klement said. “We 
need to somehow have the 
county have more control 
with these developments. 
I understand from talking 
to other individuals, other 
counties they basically take 
over the responsibility of 
the subdivision regardless 
of the ETJ… we need to 
look at and change our 
[regulations].”
 Th e commissioners also 
considered and approved 
setting spending limits for 
the remainder of calendar 
year 2020 for individual 
offi  ce holders including 
Cooke County Constable 
Precinct I, County Consta-
ble Prec. 2, Cooke County 
Sheriff  and County Com-
missioners Pct. 3. Each 
item passed unanimously 
with Pct. 3 Commissioner 
John Klement abstaining 
from the vote regarding his 
precinct.
  “By law, we have to set a 
limit for spending for those 
particular offi  ces,” Brinkley 
said. “Th ey can spend their 

full budget for the cur-
rent fi scal year that we’re 
in.” Additional spending 
would have to approved by 
the commissioners court.
 “Th at’s not punitive to 
anybody,” Hollowell said.
 “Th at’s a state law,” Pct. 
4 Commissioner Leon Kl-
ement added.
 Action regarding the 
Cooke County Annex 
building will be added to 
a future agenda and the 
commissioners discussed 
but took no action on 
implements for the CPS 
Court.
 Commissioners also ap-
proved a consent agenda 
which included the follow-
ing items.
 Minutes of the April 13, 
2020 meeting.
 Departmental reports 
from the county auditor-
March and the county at-
torney-March.
 Fiscal Year 2020 budget 
amendments.
 Payment of monthly 
bills.
 Cooke County Library 
accreditation in the state 
library system application 
for fi scal year 2019.
 Cooke County District 
Court order reappointing 
Shelly Atteberry as coun-
ty auditor for a two-year 
term beginning April 9, 
2020.

Commissioners Approve Funds for VISTO; 

Additional Workers for COVID Testing Site

COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Cooke County et al vs. 

Lois Brown, tax cases. 
 Jeff  Schuckers vs. Mary 
Melanie Schuckers, di-
vorce.
 Cindy Ann Hobbs vs. 
William Frank Hobbs, di-
vorce.

Cases Decided
 Th e state of Texas vs. 
$1,357 in U.S. Federal Re-
serve notes, agreed judge-
ment, civil case related to 
criminal matter.

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided



The Weekly News
April 22, 2020

216 W. Pecan • Gainesville, TX
Offi ce: 940.665.23206

The Weekly News
                   of Cooke County

Letter Policy
Th e Weekly News of Cooke County invites its readers to 
submit letters to the editor. Letters should include the 
author’s name, address and daytime phone number. No 
letter will be printed without confi rmation from the au-
thor. Letters should be brief and to-the-point.   
 Lengthy letters may require condensing. Confi rmed 
letters will be printed as space allows. Letters that are not 
signed, contain personal attacks or ask that the author’s 
name be withheld will not be printed.
 Letters to the Editor will be printed without correc-
tions of spelling or grammar. Inappropriate language will 
be removed. 
 Only one (1) letter will be published per month that 
are written by the same person.
 Published letters refl ect only the opinion of the au-
thor and not of Th e Weekly News of Cooke County. 
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News of Cooke County. 
Facts contained in Letters 
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the author only. Th e (...) 
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To the Editor, 

 [Th e following was co-
written with Jim Crump, 
long-time science and 
nursing professor at North 
Central Texas College. 
Over the years, his friend-
ship has led me to read 
beyond my own fi eld (his-
tory), but I have only read 
science; he has done sci-
ence. I claim no expertise 
in the scientifi c method, so 
I relied on one who did.]
 Many of us are hoping 
that something good will 
come out of these diffi  cult 
times.  A friend of mine 
tells me that in Chinese, 
his native tongue, the word 
for “crisis” is also the word 
for “opportunity.” With 
this in mind, perhaps we 
can fi nd the silver lining to 
this dark cloud.
 Recently we have seen a 
frightening erosion of pub-
lic confi dence in science 

and fact-based reasoning.  
Our president built his 
political career on doubt-
ing the conclusions of the 
experts, the “elite,” as he 
likes to call them. He even 
claimed that his own intu-
ition was superior to sci-
ence and dismissed scien-
tists as partisan hacks who 
wanted to undermine his 
administration. Facts in-
consistent with his agenda 
were declared fake.  
 Unfortunately, the abso-
lute certainty with which 
he and his followers assert-
ed their views contrasted 
with the way the scientifi c 
method works.  Since the 
age of the Enlightenment, 
fact-driven reasoning has 
been based on the best 
evidence available at the 
time. Conclusions change 
as more evidence becomes 
available. Knowledge is 
constantly shifting and 
growing, as every science-
based theory is continu-
ously subjected to new 
evidence and open to proof 
or disproof. What seems 
established wisdom today 
may be rejected tomorrow. 
What remains constant is 
that understanding derives 
from facts. 
 Science deniers can con-
trast these historic shifts 
with their own absolute 
certainty—“knowledge” 
based on dogma. Because 
people prefer certainty, it 

becomes easy to sow doubt 
and distrust, especially 
since for many people un-
derstanding of science end-
ed with a required course 
in high school or college. 
When it comes to issues 
such as modifi cation of hu-
man health and behavior 
through genetic expres-
sion, the impact of carbon 
production on climate 
change, and the spread of 
disease from population 
density, public knowledge 
lags far behind scientifi c 
advancements.  
 For years scientists have 
warned that when we con-
centrate people (large cities 
and migrant camps), our 
food animals and plants 
(factory farms and mono-
crop agriculture), and mili-
tary personnel (USS Th eo-
dore Roosevelt), we open 
the door to pandemics of 
catastrophic consequences. 
Until scientists have the 
time and data to develop 
other alternatives, our only 
defense will be “social dis-
tancing.” Just try to apply 
that principle to our food 
supply!
 Businesses cannot sus-
tain their profi t margins 
without using drugs (i.e. 
antibiotics, hormones) 
and chemicals (i.e. fertiliz-
ers, pesticides, herbicides) 
and without concentrat-
ing their production. 
Th ey understand only the 

short-term consequence 
(profi ts), not the long-term 
problems that may result 
(environmental degrada-
tion and disease spread.)
 We can no longer af-
ford ignorance or com-
placency. Our problems 
require scientifi c solutions, 
not blind acceptance. Even 
the president now has to 
defer to those who have 
the data on their side. Sci-
ence can be wrong, but it 
is self-correcting with new 
data. Dogma, by contrast, 
has no avenue for change. 
Science explains only the 
natural world, but it pro-
vides for predictions that 
rely on data, not intuition. 
No other form of under-
standing gives us a range of 
certainties for tomorrow.     
 Now for the silver lin-
ing: Every model of cli-
mate change predicts an 
increase in infectious dis-
eases, along with a long list 
of other potential catastro-
phes. If this current crisis 
restores our confi dence in 
the experts, we will surely 
be better prepared for fu-
ture catastrophes.  We may 
even seize the opportunity 
to heed their warnings and 
take steps mitigating the 
damage we have done to 
the earth.  

Pat Ledbetter
(and Jim Crump)
Gainesville

Letters to the Editor...

By Mark Shields

Th ere will be no gradua-
tion festivities this spring 
at dozens of American 
colleges and universities, 
including Ohio State, 
Brigham Young, Howard, 
Swarthmore, Notre Dame, 
Duke, UCLA and Yale. 
Th at means this year’s 
graduates and their clos-

est relatives and friends 
will not have the benefi t 
of sitting on hard chairs 
and listening to the com-
mencement speaker.
 As someone who has, 
on 15 diff erent occasions, 
tested the patience as well 
as the attention span of 
graduation audiences, I 
semimodestly off er the 
proud but uncelebrated 
grads of 2020 the generic 
commencement speech 
they will not have to sit 
through.
 Th e speaker should 
always remember the 
wise counsel of Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt, 
a man who knew how to 
give a successful speech: 
“Be sincere; be brief; be 
seated.” My own favorite 
opener, to assure those 
present that they would 

not be subject to a fi li-
buster was this: “As King 
Henry VIII said to each 
of his six wives, ‘Don’t 
worry; I won’t keep you 
long.’” Believe me, in the 
long history of oratory, 
no listener has ever said 
to any speaker, “Boy, that 
was a really good speech, 
but it was too short.”
 Th e graduation speech 
includes some practi-
cal advice for the young 
graduates from the sage 
veteran on the stage. My 
personal favorite was the 
late Art Buchwald’s time-
less charge to a graduating 
class at his alma mater, the 
University of Southern 
California: “We, the older 
generation, have given you 
a perfect world. So don’t 
screw it up.”
 Graduates have a civic 

responsibility to engage in 
public life, and, yes, that 
includes politics. Th ey 
deserve to know the ines-
capable political truth: “In 
every political campaign 
you’re ever in, you will in-
variably encounter some-
body on your side you 
wish devoutly was on the 
Other Side.”
 Graduating seniors de-
serve the unvarnished 
truth: “Yes, life is unfair. 
For example, no one re-
ally cares at all if a banker 
writes a bad poem. But 
pity the poor poet who 
writes a bad check.”
 Every graduate must be 
told the following: “Call 
your mother.” We’re not 
talking email or text mes-
saging.
 Because she knows you 
better than you know 

yourself and because she 
loves you, your mother 
wants to hear your voice 
to know how you really 
are doing.
 Not all presidents have 
railed about and against 
“fake news.” Frank-
lin Roosevelt, the only 
American president ever 
elected four times, used 
to read and devour fi ve 
newspapers every day. 
One evening, with a fi rst 
edition of Th e Washing-
ton Post, President Roos-
evelt, who was under the 
weather read the front-
page headline: “FDR in 
Bed With Co-Ed.” Im-
mediately, the president, 
laughing, called the Post 
and requested 100 copies 
of the paper. He wanted 
to distribute them to his 
friends. Th e embarrassed 

Post immediately correct-
ed the headline to “FDR 
in Bed With Cold.”
 Finally, we should all be 
reminded of our respon-
sibilities to one another 
and our debt to those who 
went before us: “Always 
remember that each of us 
has been warmed by fi res 
we did not build; each of 
us has drunk from wells 
we did not dig. We owe 
no less to those who come 
after us, and, together, we 
can do even better.” Hap-
py graduation.
 To fi nd out more about 
Mark Shields and read his 
past columns, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2020 
MARK SHIELDS
 DISTRIBUTED BY 
CREATORS.COM

Mark Shields

Words for the Class of 2020

Opinions

Patrick J. Buchanan

Will COVID-19 Retire the World’s Policeman?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

For declaring in March that 
the U.S. economy might be 
reopened by Easter, Presi-
dent Donald Trump was 
roundly mocked.
 Yet, it appears his politi-
cal instincts were correct. 
He was more in tune with 
his country than were his 
critics.
 By early Easter week, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
the governors of six states in 
the New York-New Jersey 

region had formed a con-
sortium to synchronize the 
opening of their economies. 
California’s Gavin Newsom 
and the governors of Wash-
ington and Oregon had 
done the same. 
 Th e governors may dis-
agree on the timing, May 1 
or May 15, but most agree 
with Trump. America can-
not remain shut down for 
months without lasting 
damage to the livelihood 
and lives of millions of citi-
zens who are about to be 
shoved into a new Great 
Depression.
 Twenty-two million 
Americans are now unem-
ployed.
 However, something just 
jolted the gathering consen-
sus over the need to reopen 
soon. Tuesday and Wednes-
day, the U.S. set records for 
the numbers of fatalities 
from the virus. Tuesday it 
was 2,364 dead, the fol-
lowing day 2,371. Th at put 
the national casualty total 

above 30,000.
 Th e U.S. did not record 
its fi rst coronavirus fatal-
ity until Feb. 29. It took 
38 days after that to reach 
10,000. However, it took 
only nine days to vault from 
10,000 fatalities to more 
than 30,000. 
 Th e ominous implica-
tion: If this 2,300-dead-
per-day fi gure is near the 
new normal, we would 
surpass the 61,000 fatalities 
projected for the duration 
of the pandemic -- in two 
weeks!
 Even if we reduce the 
Tuesday-Wednesday aver-
age daily death toll by over 
half, to 1,000 deaths a day, 
that would mean 44,000 
more dead for a total of 
75,000 by June 1.
 What makes COVID-19 
worse than the fl u?
 Th e coronavirus is more 
easily transmissible. It is 
more savage in how it maims 
immune systems. It is more 
lethal, killing far more of 

the infected than the regular 
fl u, though we do not know 
exactly how much more le-
thal. For we have no hard 
number of those who carry 
or have carried the virus as-
ymptomatically.
 Nor we do know whether 
having survived COV-
ID-19 renders one immune 
to a new infection. Since 
the medical experts are pre-
dicting a second wave of the 
virus in late summer or fall, 
this is no small matter.
 And seeing what hap-
pened on the carrier Th eo-
dore Roosevelt, the coro-
navirus could have a major 
impact on U.S. global com-
mitments.
 Americans were already 
coming home from the 
Middle East, drawing down 
our 12,000 troops in Af-
ghanistan after a deal with 
the Taliban, and moving 
our 5,000 troops in Iraq 
into fewer bases. 
 We have disengaged from 
the Saudi war against the 

Houthi rebels in Yemen 
and are drawing down our 
forces in Syria. 
 In Libya’s civil war, it is 
Russians, Turks, Egyptians 
and Gulf Arabs, not Ameri-
cans, who are the support-
ing actors.
 American soft power 
is also in retreat from the 
world.
 Some 10,000 Peace 
Corps volunteers have been 
brought home. Scores of 
thousands of U.S. citizens 
have been repatriated by the 
State Department. We have 
shut the door to Europe, 
China, the world. 
 What now becomes 
of the U.S. geostrategic 
“pivot,” the shift of planes, 
troops, ships and bases 
from the Middle and Near 
East to the Indo-Pacifi c 
theater to contain a rising 
China?
 And contain China with 
what?
 Th e Roosevelt has been 
ravaged by the coronavirus. 
As of Tuesday, 589 cases of 
COVID-19 were reported 
from a crew of 4,800. Four 
thousand sailors in Guam 
are in various stages of a 14-
day isolation period in ho-
tels and spare rooms across 
the island. 
 But it is not just the Roo-
sevelt. Every U.S. warship 
-- carriers, cruisers, frig-
ates, destroyers, subs -- has 
cramped quarters condu-
cive to the spread of the 
coronavirus. 
 How many of these ves-
sels will soon be doubling as 
hospital ships? 
 Th e same question might 
also be asked of the U.S. 
Army and Marine barracks 
in South Korea, Japan, Aus-
tralia and Okinawa.
 Th ere are allegations that 

the coronavirus did not 
originate in the Wuhan 
“wet market” where bats 
are sold for food but instead 
escaped through a horrible 
blunder in a Chinese bio-
weapons laboratory a few 
miles away. 
 Whatever the truth, the 
Wuhan virus appears to 
have become the most ef-
fective means of disabling 
U.S. hard and soft power 
that we have encountered 
in many a decade. 
 Of those 10,000 Peace 
Corp volunteers, and scores 
of thousands of other 
Americans who have been 
repatriated home, how 
many of these “soft power” 
soldiers will be going back 
after they have been out of 
their host country for 18 
months?
 Will this pandemic prove 
the decisive factor in Amer-
ica’s retreat from global he-
gemony?
 With the U.S. budget 
defi cit for 2020 originally 
set at $1 trillion, now triple 
that, there is going to be a 
hard reckoning for the al-
location of our diminished 
resources after the nation 
reopens. 
 And policing the planet 
is likely to be seen as yester-
day’s priority, and a primary 
candidate for discard.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: Th e Battles 
Th at Made and Broke a 
President and Divided 
America Forever.” To fi nd 
out more about Patrick Bu-
chanan and read features by 
other Creators writers and 
cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators website at www.cre-
ators.com.
 COPYRIGHT 2020 
CREATORS.COM
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2020 Appraisal Notices Are in The Mail
Property Tax Protest and Appeal Procedures 

Mailing Delinquent Taxes Statements
Appraisal Notices
An estimated 26,000 real property appraisal notices 
were mailed on April 22nd.

Texas law requires county appraisal districts to send ap-
praisal notices to property owners when: (1) A change 
in the property’s value increases by $1,000 or more, (2) 
Any property receiving a homestead exemption, (3) New 
property owners who did not receive a notice in 2019, (4) 
any new accounts that have been created, (5) A notice 
must be sent if the property owner rendered their prop-
erty with the appraisal district.

New for 2020 SB 2; there will now be letters mailed to (1) 
anyone whose homestead, over 65, disability or veter-
an’s disability was canceled or modi  ed, (2) Any property 
that does not have a homestead exemption on their cur-
rent home when the situs address and mailing address 
match. If you are a new owner and have already  led for 
your exemptions you may receive one of these letters. 
CCAD has processed most of the exemptions that have 
been received. However, the software does not look to 
see if CCAD has already added an exemption  led by 
the new owner.  Please review your appraisal notice 
closely as the exemption will show on the notice.

All commercial properties and Non-Industrial Business 
Personal Property notices are not part of April 22nd mail-
ing.  They will be mailed in the coming weeks. Industrial 
Business Personal Property and mineral appraisal notic-
es will be mailed April 28th. It is important that you review 
the proposed value of your property, the date your notice 
was mailed and the deadline to  le a protest.  Since all 
notices are not mailed at the same time, there will be dif-
ferent  ling deadlines.  The  ling deadline for the notices 
mailed April 22nd will be May 22nd

The notice contains important information about the 
property’s location, ownership, and any tax exemptions 
that have been applied to the property.  The deadline to 
 le an agricultural use application is April 30th.  It is im-
portant that you know that appraisers are still reviewing 
agricultural use applications that were received, but yet 
not processed in time for the April 22nd mailing. If you 
received an appraisal notice that does not show your 
agricultural use on it, you will either receive a letter tell-
ing you the application was approved or denied. If it is 
denied, you have 30 days from the date of the letter to 
protest the denial.

Homestead Exemptions
If you are receiving an Over 65 or a Disability exemption 
and this is your  rst year to receive the exemption, you 
will see the added exemptions on your notice but no ceil-
ing information on the taxes. Starting in the second year, 
the tax ceiling will appear.  If you have made an addition 
to your home and you have an exemption with a ceil-
ing, the value of the new addition will cause an increase 
in your taxes.  Your tax ceiling shown on your appraisal 
notice does not re  ect the additional taxes caused by an 
addition to your home. The new tax ceiling will be calcu-
lated once all of the 2020 tax rates are set by the taxing 
entities. 

If you have not  led for a homestead exemption and (1) 
you owned and lived in your house on January 1 of 2020 
or (2) you owned and lived in your home on January 1 of 
2019 you may be able to  le an exemption for the prior 
year.

THE APPRAISAL DISTRICT DOES NOT SET THE TAX 
RATES. Your city, county, school district, and other local 
taxing units will set the 2020 tax rate.  

Informal Reviews
The Appraisal District staff is available to answer any 
questions you may have and will do their best to re-
solve any disagreements in value or exemptions.  Due 
to the coronavirus the appraisal district of  ce is open, 
but restricted to the lobby. CCAD staff will not be doing 
IN-PERSON informal reviews. ALL INFORMAL RE-
VIEWS will be handled by phone, email, or through our 
website; www.cookecad.org. From our website, you can 
use “Contact Us” or “Online Protest”. You will be asked 
to either mail, email, fax or go through the CAD website 
“contact us” leave your information in messages.  We 
ask that you be able to send anything you feel would help 
the appraiser have a better understanding as to why you 
feel the proposed value is too high or why ag use should 
be granted. 

Information that is helpful when discussing value would 
be: (1) Your settlement statement if purchased within 
the last 2 years, (2)  An independent fee appraisal if the 
appraisal was completed within the last year, (3) Dated 
photographs of any damages to your home along with 
an estimate to repair, (4)  Any comparable sales within 
the last year that you feel is comparable in size, age and 
condition to your property. The appraiser is only able to 
see the exterior of the property.  

Most differences can be resolved with this information.  
The appraisal district has information on sold properties 
that will be used as well; however, we do not have the 
sales information of all properties that have sold. 

Agricultural Use
If your agricultural use has been denied, examples of 
the type of documentation to send for an informal or for-
mal hearing would be: (1) livestock sales, or purchase 
receipts, (2) receipts showing the purchase or sale of ag-
ricultural products, (3) receipts for the purchase of fertil-
izer, feed, or veterinary services, (4) receipts for services 
such as baling hay, (5) dated photographs of ag use on 
the property.

Formal Protest
Property owners who disagree with the appraised value 

of their property, exemptions, or any other action by the 
appraisal district have the right to appeal to the ARB.  
The ARB is an independent panel of citizens responsible 
for hearing and settling property protests.  The notice of 
appraised value includes instructions on how and when 
to  le a protest, a protest form and Property Taxpayer 
Remedies Published by the Texas Comptrollers’ of  ce.  

Our of  ce is located at 201 N. Dixon St. Gainesville, 
Texas.  Our hours are 8 am to 5 pm. The phone number 
is 940-665-7651 and fax number is 940-668-2587.  You 
can also reach us by email at cookecad@cookecad.org 
or arbsecretary@cookecad.org.

Filing a protest using the Online Protest 
(E-File), US Mail and Other Means of Filing
ALL PROPERTY ACCOUNTS are EILIGBLE to  le a 
protest online.  There will be brief instructions on how to 
 le online mailed with the appraisal notice.  You can also 
 le your protest by US mail, fax, email, or use the drop 
box on the south side of our of  ce.  There is also a drive 
thru where you can drop off your protest. We highly rec-
ommend that you use either the appraisal district email 
or our online protest.

Property Taxpayer Remedies is available at the Cooke 
County Appraisal District at 201 N. Dixon St. Gainesville, 
Texas or our website: www.cookecad.org.  The publica-
tion is also available on the Comptrollers’ website: www.
comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax.  Also available 
on their website and the appraisal district’s website are 
two videos: “How to Present Your Case at an ARB Hear-
ing: A Homeowners Guide” and “How to Present your 
Case at an ARB hearing: A Guide for Small Businesses.  
THE BEST WAY TO HELP YOU IS FOR YOU TO HELP 
US.

Property Tax Protest and Appeal Procedures 
The law gives property owners the right to protest actions 
concerning their property tax appraisals. Below is a list of 
reasons that are available to protest:

• Incorrect appraised (market) value.
• Value is unequal compared with other properties.
• Property should not be taxed in ___________ (taxing 
unit).
• Property is not located in this appraisal district or oth-
erwise should not be included on the appraisal district’s 
record.
• Failure to send required notice. ____________ (type)
• Temporary disaster damage exemption was denied or 
modi  ed.
• Ag-use, open-space or other special appraisal was de-
nied, modi  ed or cancelled.
• Change in use of land appraised as ag-use, open-
space or timberland.
• Incorrect appraised or market value of land under spe-
cial appraisal for ag-use, open-space or other special 
appraisal.
• Owner’s name is incorrect. 
• Property description is incorrect.
• Incorrect damage assessment rating for a property 
quali  ed for a temporary disaster exemption.
• Other: _______________________________

The Comptroller’s publication, Property Taxpayers’ Rem-
edies, explains in detail how to protest your property ap-
praisal, what issues the ARB can consider and what to 
expect during a protest hearing.  The publication also 
discusses your options if you disagree with the decision 
of the ARB; such as  ling in district court, binding arbitra-
tion, or  ling with the State Of  ce of Administrative Hear-
ings (SOAH).

Review by the ARB
If you cannot resolve the issue informally with the county 
appraisal district (CAD) staff, you may have your case 
heard by the ARB.

The ARB is an independent board of citizens that reviews 
problems with appraisals or other concerns listed above. 
It has the power to order the CAD to make the necessary 
changes to solve your issues. If you  le a written request 
for an ARB hearing (called a notice of protest) before 
the deadline, the ARB will set your case for a hearing. 
You will receive written notice of the date and time of the 
hearing. If necessary, you may request a hearing in the 
evening or on a Saturday or Sunday. Prior to your hear-
ing, you may ask to review the evidence the CAD plans 
to introduce at the hearing to establish any matter at is-
sue. Due to the coronavirus the Cooke County Appraisal 
Review Board (ARB) has made temporary changes to 
their procedures. There will be NO ARB hearing held 
in person. All hearing before the ARB will be by “con-
ference calls”. If you are scheduled for a hearing be-
fore the ARB you will receive documentation prior 
to your hearing date that will explain the procedures 
for the conference call.  ARB hearings are subject to 
the Open Meeting Act. For anyone who would like 
to be at the hearings there will be a phone number 
and an ID number to join the meeting. To the greatest 
extent practicable, the hearing will be informal. You or a 
designated agent present evidence or you may send a 
notarized evidence for the ARB to review at your hearing. 
The CAD representative will present evidence about your 
case. You may cross-examine the CAD representative. 
The ARB will make its decision based on the evidence 
presented. In most cases, the CAD has the burden of 
establishing the property’s value by a preponderance of 
the evidence presented.

In certain protests, the chief appraiser has the burden 
of proving the property’s value by clear and convincing 
evidence. You should review ARB hearing procedures to 
learn more about evidence and related matters. You will 
 nd a protest form on the back of your appraisal notice.  
You can  get a copy of a protest form from the appraisal 
district lobby, our website www.cookecad.org  or from 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts at www.comptroller.
texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/protests/index.php

You should not try to contact an ARB member out-
side of the hearing. The law requires ARB members to 
sign an af  davit saying that they have not talked about 
your case before the ARB hears it.
                                                                                                                                            
Review by the District Court, an
Arbitrator or SOAH
After your case as been heard, a decision made, the 
ARB must send you a copy of its order by certi  ed mail. 
If you are not satis  ed with the decision, you have the 
right to appeal. To appeal such an order to district court, 
a party must  le a petition for review with the district court 
within 60 days after you receive your notice of  nal value. 

In certain cases, an alterna¬tive to  ling an appeal in dis-
trict court, you may  le not later than the 60th day after 
you receive notice of the ARB order, a request for binding 
arbitration with the county appraisal district. If the subject 
of your appeal has a value of $1 million or more you may 
appeal to the State Of  ce of Administrative Hearings 
(SOAH). To appeal an ARB order to SOAH, a property 
owner must  le with the chief appraiser of the appraisal 
district not later than the 30th day after the date the prop-
erty owner receives notice of the order. Appeals to district 
court, binding arbitration, or SOAH all require payment of 
certain fees or deposits.

Tax Payment
In any case you must pay either the amount of taxes 
due on the portion of the taxable value not in dispute or 
the amount of taxes due on the property under the order 
from which the appeal is taken.

More Information
You can get additional information on how to prepare a 
protest from the Comptroller’s publication, Property Tax 
Basics, available on the Comptroller’s Property Tax As-
sistance Division’s website at                                     
www.comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax/basics.
php or from the appraisal district website www.cookecad.
org under Videos.

Deadline for Filing Protests with the ARB
*Usual Deadline
On or before May 15 (or 30 days after a notice of ap-
praised value was mailed to you, whichever is later).

Late protests are allowed if you miss the usual deadline 
for good cause. Good cause is some reason beyond 
your control, such as a medical emergency. The ARB de-
cides whether you have good cause. Late protests are 
due the day before the ARB approves records for the 
year. Contact your appraisal district for more informa-
tion.

Special Deadlines
For change of use (the appraisal district informed you 
that you are losing agricultural appraisal because you 
changed the use of your land), the deadline is not later 
than the 30th day after the notice of the determination 
was mailed to you. 

For ARB changes (the ARB has informed you of a 
change that increases your tax liability and the change 
did not result from a protest you  led), the deadline is not 
later than the 30th day after the notice of the determina-
tion was mailed to you. 
If you believe the appraisal district or ARB should have 
sent you a notice and did not, you may  le a protest until 
the day before taxes become delinquent, usually Febru-
ary 1st.

* The deadline is postponed to the next business day if it 
falls on a weekend or holiday.

DELIQUENT TAXES STATEMENT MAILING
Delinquent tax notices for the current tax year (2019) are 
mailed each year at least 30 days but not more than 60 
days before July 1st, per the Texas Property Tax Code, 
Section 33.07(d).  Delinquent notices for the tax year 
2019 will be mailed on May 1 or as soon as possible 
thereafter.  If you receive a delinquent notice and you be-
lieve it is in error, please call the Cooke County Appraisal 
District’s Collection Department at 940-665-7651. 

Full or partial payments are always accepted.  In order 
to better serve and offer assistance to the taxpayer, vari-
ous payment options are available.  Taxes can be paid 
with a credit/debit card or by e-check through our web-
site: www.cookecad.org.  We also offer an installment 
payment plan option.  Please feel free to call the Cooke 
County Appraisal district at your convenience to discuss 
any and all payment plan options.

PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT INFORMATION
• Delinquent Tax Notices will be mailed on May 1. An ad-
ditional 15% attorney’s fee will be added on July 1 to any 
unpaid balances.
• Payment Agreements are available on all delinquent 
taxes with some possible limitations.
• Full or Partial payments are accepted.
• Payments received by mail are posted
according to the postmarked date.
• All website and phone payments are posted according 
to the date of the completed payment process.
• Accepted methods of payment include cash, check, 
money order, cashier’s check, credit/debit card and e-
check. Payments can also be made through our website 
at www.cookecad.org.
• A drive-up window and an afterhours/weekend/holiday 
drop box are located on the south side of the building for 
your convenience.
• Hardships: The law requires timely payments be made 
without regard to the circumstances of the owner.

Cooke CAD has been working on updating agricultural use applications  led in 
2009 or prior.  For the current year we have focused on Sivells Bend ISD.  If you 
received a letter and an application stating that you are requested to update your agri-
cultural use application, you MUST COMPLETE IT AND RETURN AS SOON AS POS-
SIBLE OR RISK LOSING YOUR AGRICULTURAL USE APPRAISAL.  If you received 
this letter and you have property in another school district you can complete an updated 
agricultural form on those properties as well.  Please read and complete as much of the 
application as possible before requesting help. There is a sample completed application 
on our website under the Agricultural Use Tab then to “Example Completed Agricultural 
Application”.

You can search by your name, property ID, situs address or use the Advanced Search 
option.  You will need to enter the Tax Year you are wanting to look at. You can also see 
if the taxes have been paid or still due. 

When considering the purchase of property, you may want to know what the taxes 
would be without any exemption. Within the section “Taxing Jurisdiction” you can see 
what the taxes are with the current exemptions and then without exemptions.

You are able to view your property from within your account by clicking on “Map” located 
in the top right-hand corner. To view all of Cooke County use the “Map Search” in the 
lower left-hand side of the home page.  If you are viewing the account, the “Map Search” 
is located in the top right-hand corner.

The Cooke County Appraisal District is available to answer your questions.  Our of  ce is 
located at 201 N. Dixon St. Gainesville Texas. We are open Monday through Friday 8am 
to 5pm.  We can be reached by phone at 940-665-7651, fax number 940-668-2587, or 
email address cookecad@cookecad.org
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Auctions

Adams Handy Hands
    940-372-0600

Professional Handyman 
& Remodeling Services
                  Guaranteed Work

                 References
                

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Help Wanted

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

Legal Notices
Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper in 
the Cooke County Area. Our legal notices are a low, fl at 
rate price to help you fulfi l your legal obligations. Give 
us a call to fi nd out more, 940-665-2320 or visit us online 
day or night at www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

CNA’s Needed for
2p-10p & 10p-6a Shifts, 

Double Weekends & PRNble Weekends & 

1900 E California St | Gainesville TX 76240
469-240-1065

Services

Local Landscape Compa-
ny NOW HIRING! Du-
ties include Landscape, 
Construction, Minimal 
Lawn Maintenance and 
Drainage Installation. 
940-665-1545.
                                                                                                                                           03/25

King Insurance Group in immediate need of Experi-
enced Commercial Insurance CSR. Must have Agency 
Management Software Experience. Will pay above 
market value. FT/PT. Apply in person, 216 W. Pecan, 
Gainesville. 

Open Positions: C.N.A’s all Shifts $1500 sign on 
bonus, PRN LVN, ADON and

Dietary Workers with a $500 sign on bonus
Insurance, PTO and PDO. $2000 sign on bonus for 
ADON.Competitive Wages. EOE. Apply in Person.

Gainesville Nursing and Rehab
1900 O’Neal St., Gainesville, TX

940.665.2826

Los Mariachis Restaurant 
is hiring for Cooks and 
Dishwashers. Morning or 
Evening Shift. Apply in 
person. 319 N Commerce 
St.
                                                                                                                                           04/29

It takes a special heart to 
adopt a rescue animal. So, 
for this pet of the week 
we choose an incredibly 
special cat. This beauti-
ful girl’s name is Penny 
and she has been here 
watching all the other cats 
get adopted while she is 
passed on by. This may 
be because she is timid to-
wards new people, it takes 
her time to trust someone 
new and open her heart to 
them. When she fi rst came 
in, she was nearly feral and 

with the help of a special person here she has become 
such a loving girl. She loves treats and enjoys having 
her head scratched. She also gets along well with other 
cats and would even rub against them to show her af-
fection. So, if you have some extra love and patience 
Penny would love to have the chance to fi nd a family 
of her own. Although due to her timid nature and not 
liking to be held, we feel she would do much better in 
a home without kids. We are open Monday- Saturday 
11-5, closed Thursday and Sunday. Call to make an ap-
pointment to see her!

Animal Adoption

Don’t just hang signs for your Garage, Moving or Es-
tate Sale, show it to the entire county! Advertise them 
in The Weekly News of Cooke County for as little as 
$7.50 per week. Just give us a call at 940.665.2320 or 
visit our website at www.theweeklynewscc.com.

Garage Sales

100 Acres +\- Land Auction with 
Barn/Shop In Cooke County Texas.

CR 414, Muenster, TX 76252

AUCTION PRO AND APPRAISALS LP
ADAM ARENDT TX LIC#18088

940-727-8336  |  AUCTIONPROLP@GMAIL.COM

100 acres +/- 60’ x 40’ metal barn with concrete  oor. 
house pad area for trailer house or RV with electric me-
ter and septic, gated entry way with cattle guard. Barb 
has one bathroom with shower, wood stove piping, two 
horse stalls, large cedar board tack room with loft stor-
age, tool room with locking door, walk in freezer, kitch-
en area with sink, hot water, septic, over hangs on two 
sides of barn, large corral connected to barn overhang 
on one side with working pins and loading alley. Barn 
has its own separate Septic and Electric meter. There 
is a galvanized Tin shed with roll back garage door in-
side corral for extra storage behind Barn. There are two 
water wells, one shallow well one deeper well, 10’x20’ 
well pump house, fenced garden area, concrete live-
stock water trough auto  ll with electric for heater, ap-
prox 30+/- acres pasture land, rest of property woods/
brush. Spring Fed Pond, Creek runs through western 
side of property, new cross fence along eastern side of 
creek with gate access. Whitetail deer, turkey hunting, 
trails, deer plots for deer stands on east end of prop-
erty. To view picture of property use link below. 

Must have Bank Letter of Credit from  nancial institution 
to register for bidding on or before 5/10/2020. Sumbit 
all Financial Institution paperwork to, Auction Pro & Ap-
praisals LP at auctionprolp@gmail.com. Auction Pro will 
verify with your  nancial institution the amount approved 
up too before sale and before Bidder Number is given. 

All Closing costs will be paid for by the Buyer. Clos-
ing will be at Gainesville Title Company in Gainesville 
Texas. Closing will be completed by North Texas Prop-
erties, Jack Schoppa txlic#0444767.

Property Viewing starts 3/9/2020 until 5/15/2020. Con-
tact Auction Pro and Appraisals LP. 24 hours in ad-
vance for Viewing.

6% Buyers Premium in person at auction. 
Online Buyers 9% Buyers Premium on hibid.com.
https://auctionpro.hibid.com/auction/197645/100----
acres-estate-auction--metal-shop-barn/

Live Auction will be located at:

Smoking Republic Steakhouse on 5/16/2020
120 East Main Street 
Lindsay Texas 76250.

All property/items are sold as is there are
no warranties implied or expressed.

The Weekly News is look-
ing for self motivated 
people to be part of the 
best newspaper in Cooke 
County! Advertising  
Customer Service Rep-
resentative. Drop off Re-
sumer to: 216 West Pecan, 
Gainesville, TX, or call 
940-665-2320 to set up 
appointment.
                                                                    04/08

940-668-0678

Cooke County Quality
Home Improvements

NOW HIRING
• Plumbers Assistants
• General Hands
• Full Remodel Crew
• Many Openings!

Call Mr. White at

Lic#39398

Find it HERE
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com   

Full time maintenance person needed. Must be expe-
rienced with reliable vehicle and tools. Willow Wick 
Apartments 940-665-0501.

The Weekly News Classi-
fi eds. 940.665.2320.

Clean out garages, 
haul items, tear down 

trailer houses and 
haul scrap metal.
940-372-3593

Garage & Large Vacant Lot Sale. 1018 North Dixon 
Street. Saturday and Sunday. 8am-5pm. Too many 
items to mention!

Shawn’s Tree and 
Lawn Care.

“I’ll Match or Beat your 
Price!”

940-372-8968
                                                                                                                                           05/13

216 W. Pecan St.  |  Gainesville, TX 76240  
Grice@KingGroup.us  |  Fax 940.665.2162

940.612.1300

Home • Auto • Commercial
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Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms      940-665-2886

Apartments For Rent
JerRatt Technologies

Serving Gainesville Since 1993
SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS

Corporate IT Services
Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 

New Location & Relocation Experts
All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Real Estate

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 665-3347
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services Continued...

WAYNE’S
HOME REPAIR

806-778-8516
Formica Countertops

Aluminum Patio Covers
Handyman Services

Free Estimates
References

Gainesville Resident

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

940.665.1545

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

“The details make the difference
& quality is non-negotiable.”

BUILD • REM
ODEL • REPAIR

REPLACE • RESTORE
JEFF PO

LLEY
JeffPolley.com
Collinsville, TX

jtpolley@gm
ail.com

972.658.3125

Colts Mini Storage
Units For Rent

Karl Klement Properties, Inc.
940-627-6362

3500 sq. ft. + - of of  ce space close to down-
town Gainesville, directly off California. This 
space includes private entrance with lobby 
with ADA public restrooms, separate recep-
tion area, 11 private of  ces, IT area, kitchen/
breakroom, conference room and ADA private 
restroom.  For information and appointment 
contact Jerry Henderson at 940-665-1747.

Professional Of  ce Space

Brenda McCoy, Property Manager for GHA 
has 3 different locations with available rent-
als. The Turner Apartments are 1-bedroom 
apartments for 55 and over, Pecan Creek 
Village are 1- and 2-bedroom apartments 
for 62 and over, and then Washington Court/ 
Walnut Lane are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 
3-bedroom homes for rent. There is rental 
assistance if needed. Stop by 715 E. Cali-
fornia to pickup application or go online at 
www.gainesvilletxhousingauthority.
com, for more information please 
call 940.665.1747 

FOR RENT: 

Tatum Well Service
Well Water Drilling and 

Submersible Pumps
940-668-8840 /
940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling
LIC 4743A1

Lawn Mower Service. 
Tree Trimming. Call 
940-580-8434 or 940-
284-0410.
                                                                                                                                            05/06

RV Park
Singletree RV Park. 940-
255-6884. Monthly Rate 
$350 plus electric. 2222 
County Road 147. (RV 
Rental / Storage Avail-
able).
                                                                                                                                           02/26

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

David’s
Tree Service

5767 Hwy. 82 E.
940-284-9663

 • Removal
 • Trimming
 • Stump Grinding
 • Chipper Services
Insured for Your Protection!

References
We Will Call You Back!

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT

1212 S Clements 
1515 E California 

1212 Moss 
Shadowood 
Townhomes

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Cheryl Polk  940-736-4098

1103 Vintage Ave - 3 bdrm 2.1 bath - over 2000 sq 
ft - move in ready! Includes a community neighborhood 
pool  - ready for you 
and your family to enjoy 
all summer! Fresh paint, 
granite in kitchen, land-
scaped,  wood privacy 
fence, storage building. 
$229,900. Built in 2007.  

Family Lawn Care
Services

corbincharles167@gmail.com
940-902-0506 Charles
940-577-8121 Valerie

Lake Kiowa
Home for Rent

Charming
2 bedroom, 

2 bath. Quiet 
wooded lot.

$1,350/month.
972-658-6444

House For Rent
Lake Kiowa

Home for Rent
3,400 sqft.

3+ Bedrooms
3.5 Baths

Quite, XL,
Wooded Lot

$2,575/month. 
214-202-4136

For Sale By Owner – Own-
er Financing. Low Down 
Payment. 3 Bedroom, 1 
Bath. CHA. Large Lot. 
Shop and Storage Building. 
1414 Myrtle St. Call 940-
665-1254 or 940-768-9918.
                                                                                                                                           04/22

House
For Sale

LOFT FOR RENT
Updated large downtown loft apart-
ment.  1 bed 1 ba  2,400 sf on the 
square. Very spacious with lots of 
storage.  Washer, dryer, frig, dish-
washer, microwave included.  No 
pets. $1,200 a month.  Contact Merit 
Advisors 940.665.6452

3/2 Mobile Home for Rent 
in Woodbine. $700/month. 
$700/Deposit. Water & 
Trash paid. 940-736-3887.
                                                                                                                                           02/26

The Weekly News
is the LARGEST &

MOST READ
Newspaper in Cooke County!
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216 W. Pecan • Gainesville, TX
Offi ce: 940.665.232010

We Offer:
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Respite Care

98% Customer Satisfaction Rate in 2019

Confused about Medicare?
I have the answers to your ques  ons. Don’t 
trust your coverage to a sales person on the 

phone. Local personalized service!
Full line of Medicare Products

Senior Bene  ts Consultant
Jodi Finkenbinder Gainesville, TX  903.814.4096

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257

Strength
      Stability
            Service

Are all banks alike? Absolutely not. As an independent community 
bank, we believe our sound banking practices give people a safe place 
to save, help businesses grow and ensure that we’ll be here for years to 
come.

We are here for our valued customers and the communities we serve in 
both the good times and bad.  With our strong balance sheet and strong 
capital position we are a port in the storm!

To assist our customers in these unprecedented times, we have options 
available.  Contact either one of our banking centers to learn more and 
see how we can help.

GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Police Department 
received the following in-
cident reports.
 Treena C. Stelding re-
ported burglary of a build-
ing in the 1800 block of 
North Weaver Street.
 Selena M Espinosa re-
ported burglary of a motor 
vehicle in the 1000 block 
of Truelove Street
 Walmart Supercenter 
reported theft less than 
$1,500 in the 1800 block 
of Lawrence Street.
 Rondal R. Scrogum re-
ported in a hit and run in-
cident in the 600 block of 
North Morris Street.
 A representative from 
Bella Vista Apartments 
reported criminal mis-
chief/false alarm in the 
1000 block of Bella Vista 
Drive.

 Martin M. Carrillo re-
ported less than $750 in 
the 1000 block of Tyler 
Street.
 James P. Woodard re-
ported illegal dumping in 
the 1400 block of South-
land Drive.
 Apollo Towing LLC, 
Delmar Recovery Solu-
tions Inc., Elite Recovery 
LLC, Keel Recovery Inc, 
Loss Prevention Services 
LLC and Texas Car and 
Title and Payday Loan re-
ported forgery of a fi nan-
cial instrument inn the 
200 block of North Grand 
Avenue.
 MacKenzie L. McBride 
reported criminal mischief 
in the 1800 block of Law-
rence Street.
 Jack R. Lindsey report-
ed burglary of a vehicle in 
the 1000 block of Bella 

Vista Drive.
 Jessica M. Holder re-
ported theft of property 
less than $750 in the 800 
block of Lawrence Street.
 Delivery of marijuana/
tampering with evidence 
was reported in the 100 
block of South Culberson 
Street.
 Possession of marijuana 
was reported in the 700 
block of South Weaver 
Street.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
4 grams, possession of 
drug paraphernalia was re-
ported in the 700 block of 
South Weaver Street.
 Silvia M. Garcia report-
ed criminal mischief in the 
500 block of North Chest-
nut Street.
 Helping Hands Th rift 
Store reported burglary 

of a building in the 700 
block of Smith Street.
 City ordinance violation 
was reported in the 1000 
block of North Howeth 
Street.
 Benjamin J. Juniper re-
ported criminal mischief 
in the 1000 block of Bella 
Vista Drive.
 Possession of marijuana 
was reported in the 600 
block of North Grand Av-
enue.
 
Arrest Log
 Maryra Fragoza, 35, 
manufacture/delivery of a 
controlled substance less 
than1 gram.
 David S. Timms, 54, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 1 
gram.
 Connor S. Hosay, 21, 
warrant arrest.

Gainesville Police
Receive Reports

Marriage License Requests
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Harvey Taylor Rose, 59, 
Argyle and Billie Jo Neu-
bauer, 59, Argyle.
 Joshua David Eaton, 31, 
Gainesville and Shanae Le-
anne Sutter, 29, Gainesville.
 William Ross Hammond, 
31, Wichita Falls and Erin 
Morgan Robertson, 27, 
Dallas.
 Michael Christopher 
Moore, 30, Oklahoma City 
and Paige Nicole Foster, 30, 
Oklahoma City.
 Sean Christopher Sparks, 
35, Carrollton and Kristin 
Renee Kenning, 30, Th e 
Colony.
 Jose Antonio Rojas Ro-
driguez, 42, Marietta, Okla. 
and Diana Oramaica Ro-
man Clemente, 46, Mari-
etta.
 Corey Scott Moody, 
31, Frisco and Kylee Kaye 
Knight, 30, Frisco.
 William Buford Creech, 
67, Desoto and Nelda 
George Ramey, 64, Desoto.
 Missael Covarrubrias 
Valdes, 20, Carrollton and 
Ruby Julianne Solis, 20, 

Farmers Branch.
 Anthony Ray Neely, 56, 
Ardmore, Okla. and Hel-
en Jane Moore, 51, Lone 
Grove, Okla.
 William Th omas Glynn, 
27, Desoto and Jordan Si-
erra Berg, 24, Lancaster.
 Benjamin Joseph Kie-
sewetter, 26, Celina and 
Alyssa Lauren Kupradit, 24, 
Prosper.
 Taylor Scott Jamison, 27, 
Grand Prairie and Monil 
Bala Ram, 22, Grand Prai-
rie.
 Chad Christopher Ed-
wards, 20, Lucas and 
Ashleigh Madison Clingen-
peel, 20, Centreville, Vir-
ginia.
 Harrison Kevin Douglas 
McClain, 22, Little Elm and 
Lydee Ann Barnes, 22, Mur-
phy.
 Robert Bruce Cato Jr., 
36, North Richland Hills 
and Jessica Ann George, 37, 
McKinney.
 Kenneth Gustave Soder-
gren, 47, Double Oak and 
Sharon Lyn McRae, 46, 
Ponder.
 Lincoln Paul Hanke, 26, 
Frisco and Allison Elizabeth 
Cox, 24, Frisco.
 David Edward Everly, 23, 

Carrollton and Marian Eliz-
abeth Hamouch, 26, Car-
rollton.
 Michael Ray Anderson, 
28, Aubrey and Ciera Chea 
Vandever, 28, Aubrey.
 William Jonathan 
Howeth, 38, Garland and 
Toni Lynn Lee, 36, Garland.
 Stephen Andrew Lyman, 
22, Valley View and Lelia 
Grace Stracener, 21, Valley 
View.
 Jonathan Stephen Jessen, 
26, Dallas and Brooke Lau-
ren Koonsman, 27, Dallas.
 Alejandro Jacobo Rodri-
guez, 35, Dallas and Elena 
Radoslavova Dimitrova, 36, 
Dallas.
 Christian Tyler Rivera, 
23, Flower Mound and 
Alaina Averier Duncan, 21, 
Sanger.
 Juan Luis Ramirez, 32, Ir-
ving and Carla Maria Mad-
rigal, 34, Irving.
 Robert Lee Cook, 47, 
Sanger and Jessica Lori 
Sharp, 42, Sanger.
 Jonathan Benjamin Kidd, 
33, Denton and Ashley 
Marie Carpenter, 22, Den-
ton. 
 Phillip Samuel Morrow, 
31, Crossroads and Alexa 
Marie Suede, 31, Lewisville.

 Justin Varner Bloss, 20, 
Lubbock and Allison Eliza-
beth White, 21, Lubbock.
 Kenneth Andrew Austin, 
50, North Richland Hills 
and Dana Stallings New-
church, 49, North Richland 
Hills.
 Jesus Noe Gonzalez, 20, 
Rhome and Charlee Dani-
elle Cope, 20, Clarksville.
 Christian Taylor Dish-
man, 28, Whitesboro and 
Leeann Michele West, 20, 
Whitesboro.
 Joel Jonathan Giron Val-
ladares, 38, Little Elm and 
Blanca Gomez Ceballos, 40, 
Little Elm.
 Charles Ray Hamilton, 
47, Valley View and Jo’Lisa 
Ann Anderson, 46, Valley 
View.

Cooke County Sheriff  

Logs Incident Reports
COOKE COUNTY - Th e 
following incidents were 
reported to the Cooke 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Evading arrest detention 
with a vehicle was reported 
at County Road 109 and 
County Road 130.
 Gene Milton Mass-
sengale reported theft of 
property less than $750 in 

the 800 block of FM 922 
West.
 Bobby Lee Perry re-
ported forgery of fi nancial 
instrument in the 1000 
block of County Road 
123.
 Roger Dale Wright re-
ported theft of property 
less than $2,500 in the 
400 block of County 

Road 191.
 Possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
1 gram was reported at 
Spring Creek Road and 
I-35 frontage road.
 Possession of a controlled 
substance less than 1 gram 
was reported at East HIgh-
way 82 and County Road 
149.

Anonymously  
Report Crime 
in Gainesville 
940.612.0000

Emergencies, 
Call 911


